8        THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
went to Kiev, where under the guidance of his "wife"
Mitrovich, who by this time was approaching sixty, learned
how to sing in Russian and appeared with success in such
Russian operas as "Life for the Czar," "Rusalka," etc.
The office of Governor-General of Kiev was held at that
time fay Prince Dundukov-Korsakov. The Prince, who at
one time served in the Caucasus, had known Yelena Pe-
trovna in her maiden days. I arn not in a position to say
what was the nature of their relationship, but one fine
morning the Kievans discovered a leaflet pasted on the doors
and telegraph posts which contained a number of poems
very disagreeable for the Governor-General. The author
of this poetic outburst was no other person than Mme.
Blavatski herself, and as the fact was patent, the couple had
to clear out
She was heard of next from Odessa, where she emerged
in the company of her faithful basso. At the time our entire
family was settled in that city (my grandparents and father
had died at Tiflis), and my brother and I attended the uni-
versity there. The extraordinary couple must have found
themselves in great straits. It was then that rny versatile
cousin opened in succession an ink factory and retail shop
and a store of artificial flowers. In those days she often
came to see my mother and I visited her store several times,
so that I had the opportunity of getting better acquainted
with her. I was especially impressed by the extraordinary
facility with which she acquired skill and knowledge of the
most varied description. Her abilities in this respect verged
on the uncanny. A self-taught musician, she was abfe to
give pianoforte concerts in London and Paris, and although *
entirely ignorant of the theory of music, she conducted a
large orchestra. Consider also that although she never
seriously studied any foreign languages, she spoke several
of them with perfect ease. I was also struck by her mastery
of the technique of verse. She could write pages of